The International Code of Nomenclature of Prokaryotes (ICNP) (Parker et al., 2016) contains numerous Notes: one in Chapter 1 -General Considerations, four in Chapter 2 -Principles, 41 in the Rules of Nomenclature of Chapter 3, and two in one of the Recommendations to these Rules (Recommendation 30).
The terms Principles, Rules and Recommendations are defined in General Consideration 6 of the Code. But surprisingly, the formal status of the term Note is not defined. Therefore, it is not clear whether or not the text of the Notes must be considered an integral part of the preceding text. For comparison, the Articles of the International Code of Nomenclature for algae, fungi, and plants (McNeill et al., 2012) contain numerous Notes, and their status is explained in Preamble (4): 'The detailed provisions are divided into rules, which are set out in the Articles … (sometimes with clarification in Notes), and Recommendations'. The International Code of Zoological Nomenclature (International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature, 1999) does not contain any Notes to the Articles.
To clarify the status of the Notes in the ICNP, we here propose an emendation of General Consideration 6 stating that the Notes are intended to clarify the preceding text and are an integral part of it. The proposed new version is as follows:
General Consideration 6
This Code is divided into Principles, Rules and Recommendations.
1. The Principles (Chapter 2) form the basis of the Code, and the Rules and Recommendations are derived from them. 2. The Rules (Chapter 3) are designed to make effective the Principles, to put the nomenclature of the past in order and to provide for the nomenclature of the future. 3. The Recommendations (Chapter 3) deal with subsidiary points and are appended to the Rules which they supplement. Recommendations do not have the force of Rules; they are intended to be guides to desirable practice in the future. Names contrary to a Recommendation cannot be rejected for this reason. 4. The Notes added to General Considerations, Principles, Rules and Recommendations are intended to clarify the preceding text and are an integral part of the corresponding text.
The following former paragraphs (4), (5) and (6) are to be renumbered (5), (6) and (7), respectively.
Our proposal does not include the three 'Editorial notes' (to General Consideration 3 and to Rules 39b and 46) added in the current version of the ICNP (Parker et al., 2016) .
